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ORGANISATIONAL DIRECTION

OUR MISSION

“To Host, Promote, Harness and Update Ejagham
Traditional Practices (ETP) and Ejagham Cultural
Expressions (ECE) in order to Safeguard and
Preserve Ejagham Tradition as a true Legacy of
Ejagham People.”

OUR VISION

To be a one-stop-shop for information and data
about, relating to and concerning Ejagham

Traditional Practices (ETP) and Ejagham Cultural
Expressions (ECE)

OUR OBIJECTIVES

g Sofeguard and preserve the cultural heritage of Ejagham
people.

@ Protect the secret and sacred cultural heritage of
Ejagham people.

I Encourage Research and Development (R&D) on
Ejagham tradition.

g Ensure that the none-secret and non-sacred knowledge
of Ejagham Traditional Practices (ETP) and Ejagham
Cultural Expressions (ECE) are globally available and
easily accessible.

W Explore the Socio-economic potential of Ejagham
tradition for the empowerment of Ejagham People and
Local Communities (EPLC).
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

EjT: Ejagham Beyond Borders (EBB)

What message do | end the year 2023 with? That
was the question | asked myself, and almost
effortlessly, | got my answer - Ejagham Beyond
Borders.

Whatis Ejagham?

Ejagham refers to a unique people with a shared
cultural heritage occupying an expanse of territory
in today's South-South Nigeria and South-West
Cameroon. Itis one of the many surviving pieces of
evidence of the Scramble for Africa and the Berlin
Conference of 1884-1885, which partitioned Africa
without regard for indigenous boundaries. In the
Ejagham experience, the plebiscite of 1961
cemented the separation of the Ejagham nation
into the French-colonised Cameroon and British-
colonised Nigeria.

Supplementing the effect of the scramble and the
plebiscite, and indeed for administrative
convenience, indigenous communities have been
further divided into states, local governments,
clans, and political wards, etc. in both Nigeria and
Cameroon.

In Ejagham, this situation resulted in the
discontinuities of Ejagham and the perpetuation of
the silo relationship in the Ejagham nation with its

Engr. Chris Anom ceng, CMarEng, FIMarEST, FRINA

Ejagham Tradition Centre Quarterly Report

attendant lack of unity, progress and development
in Ejagham Nation.

The forgoing calls on us to reflect on what a
distinguished Ejagham son, Prof. Francis Bisong,
statedin his presentation at the first-and so far the
only - EjT-instigated 2019 Ejagham Academia
League conference in Calabar, Cross River State.
The event, which took place in Pyramid Hotel,
Calabar, was a maiden assembly of Ejagham
Academia in Nigeria. An extract from Prof. Francis
Bissong's presentation reads:

“These discontinuities in political arrangements
and configurations have resulted in the seeming
loss of steam and cohesiveness in defining a typical
Ejagham identity and forging a common future for
relevance in contemporary life”.

EjT is focused on changing the narrative
highlighted by Prof. Bisong and encouraging a
more integrated relationship of Ejagham Beyond
Borders. This will bring about the needed
cohesiveness, common identity, and unity and
crank the engines for forging a common future for
the progress, development and relevance of
Ejagham nation.

You may ask what exactly EjT is doing to change the
narrative and what an EBB would look like.

To the first part of the question, EjT is aware that
several complementary actions could be taken to
bring about EBB. We also recognise that these
actions would succeed only if they rest on a solid
foundation. Depending on the lens through which
it is viewed, the description of what constitutes a
solid foundation may differ.

At EjT, we have made the conscious decision that
one of the things that constitutes a solid
foundation in the drive for EBB is the development
and use of a standard Ejagham language across the
Ejagham nation. Hence, EjT is championing the
development of a Harmonized Ejagham Language
Orthography (HELO). HELO will lead to
institutionalising the teaching of Ejagham
language in learning institutions across Ejagham
nation. The knock-on effect of this singular action
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would be the much needed unity, progress and
developmentin Ejagham Nation.

To the second part of the question, | wished | knew
exhaustively what an EBB would look like, but | do
not. What | know is that other multi-cluster
heritage, such as the Yorubas, Hausas and Igbos
had long developed harmonised orthographies for
their languages and that furthered the integration e
of their nations. So, if one evaluates the overall ;:‘l—i,fi‘{;
situation of these nations, are they united, EEESEEIg—_5G=—
progressive and making developmental strides in " 7+

various fields of human endeavours? So, to the
guestion 'what would an EBB look like'? your guess

isas good as mine.

Prof. Francis Bisong granting an interview to EjT Media

Ekup na nkad.

Torem 4.0
Engr. Chris Anom
President, EjT
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EJAGHAM NATION COMPOSITION

o i rn ™
rne fa e M- :[ Nigeria Ejagham A B
Ejagham Akamkpa Cluster A BakorQlusters i
i
=
]
- 1 E
t H
§ i i
£ £
g £
£
i 3
i £
£
1 z
. =
:
£
5
e et et Ll - 3 > - 5
Thy nap e e = - __ L} i o -
mom B o i =g ™ i
Gk WIS T8 EHEFoatey Eaematon Crim 1058
ey e o i v rue ram i e e ras hrsdd i i
"
E . o 1 "
: Ejagham Qua clusters / |/ Eting Egham/Ciusiar A
: :
i E
E E
f !
3 §
1 3
Legend E E
Ejagham Qua Clusters
E | Cua-Akpabuyo §
I s Bukassi N 2
Cus-Calabac § §
[ G- Ok
fssam o 55 n 105 15 z
. n :
= P p= e pm = = =l i Pt
P n..;:-umm-w": .
WP i Mg, i oo, g2
. Ejagham Njemaya Cluster Ejagham Obang Cluster rue e e
rise [l e = ?
13 1 . Legend
A /‘F ;\\ .| Legend - A Ejagham Ngunaya Cluster eg z
A ’\,\ *  Obang Settiement | ©  Setfements =
Vl‘ =i —— Roads
1§ ey it ) e
g Obang Cluster £ [ Ngunaya Cluster
ﬁ‘l\
§ 13 |
& | s
£ £
g I H
'r)
Byo Assibag /t/
o i E z
/ : 15
£ E
£ £
i Legend
*  Namaya Ssttiement
2 Roads ;
£ —— var £ H £
[ isotom ake
(L) - 2 [ | Nemaya Chustar
Lo o ruE i rme
il b Vi st by .

Ejagham Clusters: https://www.ejaghamtradition.org/ejagham-clusters/
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