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ORGANISATIONAL DIRECTION

OUR MISSION

“To Host, Promote, Harness and Update Ejagham
Traditional Practices (ETP) and Ejagham Cultural
Expressions (ECE) in order to Safeguard and
Preserve Ejagham Tradition as a true Legacy of
Ejagham People.”

OUR VISION

To be a one-stop-shop for information and data
about, relating to and concerning Ejagham

Traditional Practices (ETP) and Ejagham Cultural
Expressions (ECE)

OUR OBIJECTIVES

g Sofeguard and preserve the cultural heritage of Ejagham
people.

@ Protect the secret and sacred cultural heritage of
Ejagham people.

I Encourage Research and Development (R&D) on
Ejagham tradition.

g Ensure that the none-secret and non-sacred knowledge
of Ejagham Traditional Practices (ETP) and Ejagham
Cultural Expressions (ECE) are globally available and
easily accessible.

W Explore the Socio-economic potential of Ejagham
tradition for the empowerment of Ejagham People and
Local Communities (EPLC).
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FROM THE PRESIDENT

EjT-AnEjagham Unity Forum (EUF)

As | understand it, 'Unity' is the state of being
united or joined asawhole. A'Forum'is a gathering
where people can ask questions, share their
experiences, discuss topics of mutual interest,
create social connections and a sense of
community.

When organisation, fora, platforms etc. are
created, one of the default objectives is usually
unity although not typically explicitly mentioned.
When named as such, it is usually for avoidance of
doubt and because in such cases, unity is
recognized as a serious challenge. Is unity a serious
challenge to Ejagham people? Your guess is as good
as mine but here are a couple of realities to
consider as you make your guess.

The first Ejagham Talk Show that was organised by
EjT may have provided the answer to this question.
In that show, one of the speakers Mr. Igbe Aruku
mnifrom Ejagham Bakor stated;

“... what EjT is doing is to give Ejagham that
Identity and that is why we have to take it
seriously.”

It is clear from the above that Mr. Igbe Aruku
recognized that identity is a prerequisite for unity
because it is easier to unite people of common
identity. Therefore, from Mr. Igbe Aruku's lens,

Engr. Chris Anom ceng, cMareng, FIMarEST, FRINA

unity appears to be a challenge to Ejagham people.
In the same show, another speaker Ntunkae Barr.
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Grace Eyo Itafrom Ejagham Akamkpa stated;
“...the man that said united we stand, divided we
fall did not make no mistake.”

Once again, there was emphasis on the unity of
Ejagham people, a recognition that unity is an
existential challenge to Ejagham people.

It is said that by their fruits you shall know them.
EjT activities attest to its pursuit of Ejagham unity
through promoting Ejagham heritage.

In our first public outing EjT assembled all Ejagham
clusters (Qua, Akamkpa, Etung, Bakor and
Ejagham Cameroon) during the 2019 Cultural
Carnival in Calabar, Cross River State. It was, to all
intents and purposes, a deliberate effort to unite
Ejagham people.

THE CLUSTERS WERE WELL REPRESENTED AT THE
2019 CALABAR CULTURAL CARNIVAL

In our second outing, EjT in collaboration with
Ejagham Qua Festival organising committee,
organised the first Ejagham Talk Show with
panellists drawn from all Ejagham clusters in
Nigeria. Representative from Ejagham Cameroon
was absent due to the hostilities in Ejagham

e Panperfsads 1 IT Tall fduma

PANELLIST AT EJT TALK SHOW, TOP L-R: NTUFAM PROF. SEN. SANDY ONOR,
MR. IGBE ARUKU MNI, NTUNKAE BARR. GRACE EYO ITA, REV. FR. DR. FELIX EJA OJONG,
MR. D. C. EKUP-NSE AND CHIEF EDET EKPO

JULY - SEPTEMBER, 2023



Cameroon at the time. The Clergy and Youths were
also represented. Once again, a rare effort to unite
Ejagham people.

In one of our programs, Ekubi EjT, the subject
discussed was “Silo Relationships and its Impacts
on the Ejagham Heritage.”. Panellists were drawn
from Bakor, Qua, Akamkpa and Ejagham
Cameroon, another deliberate effort to unite
Ejagham people.

=1

PANELLIST AT EKUBI EJT, L-R: DR. LAWRENCE MGBANGSON, PROF. ALICE ETA
ASIM, MR. D. C. EKUP-NSE (HOST), IYAMBA HON. DR. AGBORNDUKU ERET
AND NTUFAM PROF. ROLAND NDOMA-EGBA.

Ejagham Academia League. EjT instigated and
indeed supported the first ever Ejagham Academia
League conference. The conference attracted
Ejagham academia across all Ejagham clusters.
That was unity per excellence.

s

EJAGHAM ACADEMIA LEAGUE 2019, ORGANISED BY DR. RALPH OFFIONG.

EjT created the EjT Students Forum. The Forum is
intended to pull Ejagham students from all clusters
into a single Ejagham students' forum. This is
essentially breaking down the silo relationship in
Ejagham nation where it really matters while
encouraging integrated relationship, a recipe for unity.
So far, Etung and Akamkpa and Bakor students have
found themselves on the same platform for the first
time. Qua and Ejagham Cameroon students are yet to
jointhe merry.

Ejagham Tradition Centre Quarterly Report

EjT is currently undertaking a project to develop a
Harmonized Ejagham Language Orthography (HELO)
which when approved would be included in the
educational curriculum in Ejagham nation. Nothing is
more uniting than HELO.

PHONEMIC VOWELS OF EJAGHAM
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PRODUCT OF ELC - EJAGHAM PHONEMIC VOWELS

The EjT Membership is another true representation of
unity of purpose. Membership is drawn from all
clusters of Ejagham nation.

It would be obvious from the above that the unity of
Ejagham people is, without a doubt, an integral part of
EjT's modus operandi. EjT is, to all intents and
purposes, an Ejagham Unity Forum (EUF).

As with other EjT synonyms, "Ejagham Unity Forum
(EUF)" is yet another clarion call to one and all Ejagham
sons and daughters and friends of Ejagham to find
comfortin EjT whether becauseitisan;

Ejagham Wide Web (EWW),

Ejagham Cultural Institution (ECI),

Ejagham Global Ocham (EGO),

Ejagham Body Of Knowledge (E-BOK)

Ejagham Identity Organisation (EIO)

Ejagham Information Network (EIN) or

Ejagham Unity Forum (EUF)

The future of Ejagham heritage would be what
Ejagham people, individually and collectively, make of
it. It will be a beacon of hope for future Ejagham
generations and humanity if you constructively engage
orthe unthinkable if you remaininert.

Remember, we are stronger together than we would
ever be divided.

Ekup na nkad.
%&m WA /4

Engr. Chris Anom
President, EjT
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EJAGHAM NATION COMPOSITION
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Ejagham Clusters: https://www.ejaghamtradition.org/ejagham-clusters/
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